
Rural Route Digitization Program 

  

The USPS will utilize the GPS “breadcrumb” information collected by the MDD (Scanner) to 

plot the line of travel for each rural route. The route mileage obtained from this 

information will be compared to the paid mileage for the route and the official line of travel 

on PS Form 4003. 

Rural Carrier work methods will NOT be altered in any way by this data collection. 

However, in anticipation of questions from the field, we have prepared the following Q and 

A: 

1. Q. Will my line of travel be changed due to this breadcrumb data collection? 

A. Possibly. If the data collection shows that there is a more efficient way to travel your route and 

make all assigned deliveries, management has always had the right to make changes to your line of 

travel. Of course, safety concerns such as avoiding left turns, U-turns etc. would have to 

considered. 

2. Q. Will management change the PS Form 4003 or my paid mileage using data collected from the 

breadcrumbs? 

A. The MDD GPS data should not be used to change mileage. An official route remeasurement is the 

only contractual method of changing the 4003 or the paid mileage on a route. 

3. Q. Can management remeasure my route based on information collected by the MDD? 

A. Yes. Article 30.1.E governs Route Remeasurement. 

"Rural Routes shall be remeasured upon request of the rural carrier or when the Employer 

determines it is necessary. The rural carrier assigned to the route has the right to be present in a non-

duty status at the remeasurement." 

4. Q. How will a remeasurement be done? 

A. The remeasurement can be done using a vehicle equipped with a calibrated odometer. The 

parties are still in discussion over possible GPS devices we might agree to use for route 

remeasurement. 

 


